


T h e  Tr a i l e r C o m p a n y. C A R G O B U L L  N E W S  ·  N O .  3 7 7

www.cargobull.com

In 2007, the project work started 
in Stryków for the combination 

of a dealer salon and service cen-
tre for commercial vehicles, which 
is so far unique in Poland. In May, 
the area measuring 16.5 hectares 
was handed over to take up its 
intended purpose. The new joint 
project deals fi rst and foremost 
with customer service and sales 
for transporters, trucks, buses/
coaches and Unimogs made by 
Mercedes-Benz, as well as semi-
trailers from Schmitz Cargobull. 
Currently 73 employees work in all 
areas of the customer service cen-
tre in Stryków – in the fi nal comple-
tion phase this fi gure is expected 
to increase to 125. To this end, the 
service and repair section of EWT 
is to be extended to include an as-
sembly plant for CKD (Completely 
Knocked Down) trailers. The main 
items to be produced at this facility 
are S.CS or S.PR curtainsiders and 
platform semi-trailers – which are 
to be delivered as partial kits from 
Schmitz Cargobull’s manufacturing 
plant in Altenberge and assembled 
in Stryków. 

The modern property, which is in 
the middle of Poland at the motor-
way interchange of the A1 and A2, 
has almost 700 parking spaces. The 
sales rooms of the salon are on the 
fi rst fl oor. On the ground fl oor are 

the customer service offi ces and 
a waiting area for customers. The 
two-storey warehouse, with a fl oor 
area of nearly 1,500 square me-
ters, is home to more than 12,000 
spare part items including all popu-
lar spare parts for Mercedes-Benz 
commercial vehicles, as well as 
Schmitz Cargobull trailers, semi-
trailers and bodies. Spare parts 
are delivered twice a day to ensure 
that any downtime is kept to an ab-
solute minimum. In the workshop 

area, which is open 24 hours a day, 
up to 35 trailers can be repaired 
and maintained at the same time on 
several lines with a total of ten en-
trance doors. The new service area 
utilises state-of-the-art equipment 
– including a frame straightening 
bench, painting equipment, a tyre 
service, air-conditioning service, as 
well as facilities that make it possi-
ble to repair and maintain all types 
of semi-trailers, trailers and bod-
ies – including special equipment 
for animal transporters, refrigerated 
vehicles, bulk semi-trailers and tip-
per bodies. Also worthy of men-
tion is a modern brake and perfor-
mance test station of the German 
specialist supplier MAHA, on which 
repair and tuning works can be per-
formed and tested on the units and 
entire braking system. The Stryków 
service branch also handles all re-
curring tests (OSKP = District Ve-
hicle Checkpoint). A modern brush 
washing system is also available for 
the maintenance of trailers a mod-
ern brush washing system is avail-
able. (ae)

16,000 tractors, semi-trailers and 
trailers, almost 600 employees who 
look after the wishes of the custom-
ers and 21 branches throughout 
Europe.  The rental specialists from 
PEMA sparkle with superlatives in the 
industry. Founded in 1976, the com-
pany has always had a steep growth 
curve. However, for the company 
from Herzberg size is not an end in 
itself, but the basis of a diverse range 
of rental offerings and prices which 
are in line with the market. 

Together with the shareholder So-
ciété Générale Equipment Finance, 
represented in Germany by the GEFA 
Group, PEMA offers all-round pack-
ages – from rental, through fi nancing 
and leasing to vehicle purchase.

The vehicle fl eet consists of high-
quality vehicles which are not more 
than 24 months old. The rental pro-
gram includes around 5,500 tractors 
from various manufacturers, as well 
as 10,500 trailers and semi-trailers 
– also from all relevant segments 
and only from well-known suppliers. 
“A high share of the trailers, in par-
ticular the refrigerated semi-trailers, 
are made by Schmitz Cargobull,” 
explains PEMA Managing Director, 
Peter Ström. “The S.KO COOLs are 
clearly number one on the market 
with very good product quality and 
an outstanding reputation. That is 
why our customers mainly request 
S.KOs – one of the reasons why 
we have just taken the order for our 
3,000th trailer.”

PEMA places value on an in-
genious quality management sys-
tem and subjects every vehicle to a 
strict check before it is rented out. 
“All vehicles are checked thoroughly 
inside and out by specially trained 
mechanics,” explains Peter Ström. 
“We repair the vehicles ourselves 

and therefore place great emphasis 
on a fast and reliable supply of spare 
parts. In this respect we are also very 
satisfi ed with Schmitz Cargobull! We 
receive an outstanding service from 
Cargobull Parts & Services and the 
documentation for the individual 
vehicles is also very good – which 
excludes the possibility of incorrect 
deliveries.”

Furthermore, the PEMA service 
team is available round-the-clock 
to those renting the vehicles in or-
der to ensure optimum operating 
times. “Our aim is to ensure that we 
provide a good service in all cases,” 
says the Managing Director, explain-
ing the company’s philosophy. “We 
also provide maximum fl exibility and 
operational reliability through our 
PEMA Full Service Rent offers in co-
operation with GEFA. This includes 
country-specifi c customs clearance, 
tax, insurance, vehicles in the cor-
porate design, for maintenance, a 
replacement vehicle if needed, the 
possibility of an exchange at any 
time, as well as fl exible terms of up 
to eight years.”

In order to keep their own ex-
penses in the fi eld of repairs as low 
as possible, PEMA places great 
emphasis on low-maintenance ve-
hicles: “We fi nd these at Schmitz 
Cargobull,” confi rms Ström. “Fur-
thermore, the trailer specialists have 
the same ideas of service that we 
have with respect to our own cus-
tomers. The liaison and support of-
fered by the Sales Department is ex-
cellent, problems are quickly solved 
and it is easy to sell the second-
hand trailers because the demand 
from the market is correspondingly 
high.”
Further information: www.pema.eu

 (tt)

CUSTOMER REPORT 

Customer Wishes 
are our Command 
With 16,000 units, PEMA is one of the largest commer-
cial vehicle rental companies in Europe. A large share of 
the trailer park of the company, whose headquarters are 
in Herzberg/Harz, consists of trailers made by Schmitz 
Cargobull. Currently the professional rental company is 
putting its 3,000th S.KO COOL refrigerated semi-trailer 
into service.  A total of �18 million has been invested in the customer service centre, which covers an area of 16.5 ha.

From left to right: Natacha and Dirk Hoffmann (Managing Partners) and 
Mariusz Mozol (Managing Director) ceremoniously opening the customer 
centre in Stryków.

NEW OPENING 

Where Customers 
are in Good Hands

The largest Polish service centre to date for trucks and semi-trailers has now opened 
in Stryków. In total, more than �18 million was invested into the joint project of Die-
sel Truck, the local Mercedes-Benz service branch and EWT Truck & Trailer – the main 
Schmitz Cargobull agency in Poland. With more than 2,300 semi-trailers sold (January to 
September 2011) EWT has achieved a market share of 28% in Poland.

EWT – a story of success 
The story of EWT Truck & Trailer Handels GmbH begins in 1995. EWT is a gen-
eral agency for vehicles and bodies made by Schmitz Cargobull in Poland, 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. In 2001 the fi rm relocated to Ołtarzew near 
Ożarów Mazowiecki (Warsaw), where it built a new central spare parts ware-
house. In 2006, EWT constructed the Cargobull Trailer Center in Ołtarzew 
– which at the same time became the new head offi ce in Poland. This facility 
started operations in 2007 and since then has functioned as the head offi ce, 
sales and after-sales centre in Poland. The consolidated turnover of EWT 
Truck & Trailer Handels GmbH was €157 million in 2010. By the end of May 
2011, this was forecast to reach an anticipated amount of €235 million for the 
year 2011. As of the end of September 2011, 3,164 trailers had been sold – 
with 3,464 set as the planned target for 2011.

From left to right: Heinz Brede (Key Account Manager Schmitz Cargobull),
Hervé Bardin (Managing Director of PEMA), Jens Schroth (Key Account 
Manager at Schmitz Cargobull), Peter Ström (Managing Director of 
PEMA), Josef Warmeling (Head of International Key Accounts at Schmitz 
Cargobull), Ulrich Schöpker (Board Member at Schmitz Cargobull), 
Dr. Albrecht Haase (Managing Director of PEMA)
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T ransCargo has its entire ve-
hicle fl eet, which comprises 

hundreds of units, completely un-
der control. Irrespective of where 
they are on the road in Europe, 
their exact position can be deter-
mined round-the-clock. And not 
only that: the cooling temperature/
set points, speed, number of kilo-
metres driven, axle load, as well as 
a door which may not be locked, 
can be ascertained at any time and 
displayed in real-time. Is the trac-
tor coupled or the ignition switched 
on? TrailerConnect® always has an 
answer to these questions. In an 
emergency the alarm is automati-
cally sounded in the case of dan-
gerous temperature fl uctuations.

The secret behind “intelligent” 
trailers is TrailerConnect®, a so-
phisticated GPS system which 
was developed by Schmitz Cargo-
bull and others in cooperation with 
Bosch and T-Systems. In physical 
terms it is only a small electronic 
unit whose hardware and wiring 
can be installed discreetly in the 
trailer out of the sight of thieves.

”It was relatively simple to in-
tegrate this solution into our own 
software system. And it is very 
user-friendly. Besides the location 
of the vehicle, we can also read out 
information via an internet portal 
from the EBS system of the trailer 
and in this way analyse and opti-
mise its driving pattern,” reports 
Thomas Lintrup, IT representative 
for TransCargo.

Transparency and 
Cost Savings

And it is precisely these two 
important properties which make 
transport more manageable not 
only for the driver, but also for the 
customer and TransCargo them-
selves, as everyone is supplied 
continuously with the necessary 
information. And for the drivers it is 
also a very comforting thought to 

know that their company is perma-
nently informed about their current 
position. 

“With Cargobull Telematics we 
have also markedly improved the 
effi ciency of our route planning. 
As a result we have fewer standby 
trailers, for example. At the same 
time the more effi cient planning 
has resulted in a reduction in our 
transport costs overall, as we now 
have much better control over 
the locations of all trailers,” says 
Thomas Lintrup.

Documentation for Secure 
Transport

Thomas Lintrup: “With this mon-
itoring system we can react quickly 
– before damage occurs which 
later causes problems either with 
the trailer or the goods themselves. 
This also provides additional safe-
ty for our customers, particularly 
those for whom we transport high-
value goods. And if the customer 
has any doubts concerning the 
transportation of their goods, we 
can print out a refrigeration report 
before the goods are unloaded, in 
which it is documented what the 
prevailing temperature was during 
the entire journey.”  

TransCargo Facts
TransCargo’s head offi ce is in 

Padborg, with further offi ces being 
located in Sweden, Poland and the 
Ukraine. TransCargo has approxi-
mately 90 employees. The compa-
ny tranships signifi cant quantities 
of goods in Poland, the Ukraine, 
Slovenia, Greece, Italy and the Bal-
tic States. The forwarding agent 
is particularly well known for its 
trailers with different temperature 
zones. These are suitable for the 
transport of both refrigerated and 
fresh goods, as well as those that 
are sensitive to cold.

 (ae)

CARGOBULL TELEMATICS

Intelligent Trailers 
At the transport company TransCargo, in the Danish town 
of Padborg, the entire vehicle fl eet is equipped with the 
TrailerConnect® trailer telematics system of Cargobull 
Telematics. The system monitors both the position and the 
operating data of the trailer, as well as the most important 
aspect in the transport business: the cargo itself.  

A small TrailerConnect® control unit has been installed in all trailers of 
TransCargo. Raiffeisen is a term which is 

known all over Germany. The 
fi rm Raiffeisen Waren-Zentrale Rhine-
Main eG of Cologne has conducted 
negotiations on a framework agree-
ment for the procurement of semi-
trailers with Schmitz Cargobull in 
coordination with the fi ve other main 
cooperatives in Germany, BAYWA 
AG Munich, AGRAVIS Raiffeisen AG, 
Hanover, Raiffeisen Hauptgenossen-
schaft Nord AG, Kiel, Zentralgenos-
senschaft Raiffeisen eG, Karlsruhe 
and Raiffeisen Warenzentrale Kur-
hessen-Thüringen GmbH, Kassel. 

When combined together, their 
vehicle fl eet with heavy commercial 
vehicles comprises several thou-
sand units. For the 2,675 primary 
cooperatives and cooperative trad-
ing houses, Deutsche Raiffeisen 
Warenzentrale GmbH (DRWZ), 
Frankfurt, was in charge of the ne-
gotiations. For several years DRWZ 
has held framework agreements in 
the fi eld of mobility with manufactur-
ers from the car and industrial truck 
sectors which are accessible to the 
cooperatives. With the framework 
agreement with Schmitz Cargobull 
a further important partner has been 
added.

“In the choice of contractual part-
ner we decided in favour of Schmitz 
Cargobull,” explains Gerhard Ein-
hoff, Head of Vehicle Fleet Pur-
chasing at RWZ. “We already have 
trailers made by Schmitz Cargobull 
in use and are consolidating our 
business relationship, so to speak, 
with the framework agreement.” In 
Einhoff’s experience the trailers with 
the blue elephant are extremely reli-
able, and the dense European-wide 
network of workshops guarantees a 

fast repair service and a high level 
of spare parts availability. “A motor 
vehicle is so called because it has a 
motor – and has to move,” Einhoff 
reminds us. 

“As RWZ we work in Europe as a 
transport and logistics service pro-
vider not only in transport on our 
own account, but also in the com-
mercial fi eld. Through RSL Bulk 

Logistic GmbH, a joint venture be-
tween Rhenus AG, AGRAVIS and 
our company, we have been even 
more heavily involved in the com-
mercial fi eld since the beginning of 
this year. Our demands are there-
fore very high. In our experience 

the trailers fulfi l these expectations 
because Schmitz Cargobull guaran-
tees reliability through a high verti-
cal range of manufacture, combined 
with corresponding quality assur-
ance processes.”

The framework agreement cur-
rently comprises the three vehicle 
series: weight-optimised semi-trail-
er tippers of type S.KI 24 - 9.6 and 
10.5 with an aluminium box body, 
the new generation of the Schmitz 
Cargobull sliding fl oor semi-trailer 
S.SF, as well as curtainsider semi-
trailers of type S.CS 24 EB. All ve-
hicles are equipped with a ROTOS® 
axle assembly made by Schmitz 
Cargobull. 

The agreement also contains 
agreed prices and the so-called 
breakdown cover, which provides 
separate European-wide break-
down protection for vehicles without 
a full service agreement. In the case 
of a vehicle fault, Cargobull Euroser-
vice takes care of the broken-down 
vehicle – without additional costs 
for materials, the journey to the ve-
hicle or the labour time. Cargobull 

Parts & Services assumes the pay-
ment guarantee for the repairs by 
an authorised Service Partner. The 
payment guarantee ensures fast 
and uncomplicated processing – at 
home and abroad. For the customer 
this not only means that there are 
no surprising costs, but also cost 
calculation reliability through fi xed 
instalments. 

The framework agreement ap-
plies to all main cooperatives and 
the cooperatives represented by 
DRWZ – including small goods trad-
ing houses around the country, as 
well as large commercial operations 
and animal feed factories. “I think 
that all affi liated cooperatives and 
our partners will benefi t from the 
framework agreements,” Gerhard 
Einhoff explains. “The vehicle pur-
chasing conditions are good – with 
the three model ranges we have ex-
actly the types available for which 
demand is greatest, and with the 
agreed mobility guarantee Schmitz 
Cargobull ensures the highest levels 
of operational availability.

  (tt)

Raiffeisen Waren-Zentrale (RWZ) Rhein-Main e.G. as 
a vehicle operator, as well as Deutsche Raiffeisen 
Waren Zentrale (DRWZ) as a commercial company 
are concluding a framework agreement with Schmitz 
Cargobull on the delivery and operation of trailers 
with fi rmly agreed conditions.

CUSTOMER REPORT 

A Secure 
Framework 

Representatives of RWZ and Schmitz Cargobull consolidate their 
business relations with the framework agreement.

RWZ at a glance:
RWZ is the third largest of the main cooperatives which currently works in 

the agricultural fi eld in Germany. The business area extends over large parts of 
North Rhine-Westphalia, Hesse, Thuringia and Saxony, all of Rhineland-Palati-
nate and the Saarland. With 2,500 employees at over 200 locations, RWZ acts 
on behalf of 170 member cooperatives, as well as 70,000 farmers, winemak-
ers and horticulturalists. Furthermore, RWZ is also an attractive supplier and 
service provider for private customers as a building material and fuel dealer, as 
well as an operator of home and garden centres.

The logistics business domain with around 200 employees is structured 
along the lines of vehicle fl eet management, commercial freight transport and 
warehouse logistics. For the supply of its own business premises, as well as 
the processing of the group’s own quantity volumes (approx. 6 million tonnes), 
a vehicle fl eet of 550 vehicles is available. Three logistics centres in the RWZ 
area plan, control and monitor the RWZ logistics activi-
ties – primarily the transport of bulk goods and foods. 
Equipped with online-supported tracking and tracing ap-
plications, as well as telematics and navigation, the load-
ed shipments are followed in real time and transparently 
represented in the material planning program of the three 
logistics centres. 
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However, for this it must be pos-
sible to gain an advantage oc-

casionally in a remorseless world, in 
which the regulations for the opera-
tion of a transport company – and re-
frigerated transport in particular – are 
very complex. 

The wish of STG is to make life 
easier for its customers through 
the integration of innovative solu-
tions. And this was without doubt 
the reason why, specifi cally at STG 
in France, the fi rst Schmitz Cargo-
bull SKO City semi-trailer contain-
ers are in use. “We were searching 
for productivity. So I went to the IAA 
in Hanover to meet the people from 
Schmitz Cargobull. They presented 
the SKO City to me and I was con-
vinced that it was something we 
should test,” remembers Jean-Yves 
Gautier, the director of the fi rm, 
who manages the STG 
Group together 

with his brother Antoine. When the 
transport is organised, the use of 
motor vehicle bodies or semi-trailers 
depends on the requirements of the 
delivery.

At the same time, STG will be 
testing motor vehicle bodies for 24 
pallets with 6 x 2 steered axles for 
certain customers which are located 
in town centres or on the periphery 
of large conurbations and purchase 
large quantities of goods. Some-
times an entire truck is sent to a sin-
gle address. However, the conven-
tional semi-trailers with 33 pallets are 
sometimes too large. The SKO City is 
therefore a good compromise. These 

semi-trailer containers are already 
in use in Germany and Scandinavia 
in versions with 24 to 33 pallets. At 
STG the aim was to select the best 
compromise depending on the work 
that was to be performed. “We have 
been working together with Schmitz 
Cargobull for a long time on the de-
velopment of the equipment for our 
semi-trailers. This manufacturer real-
ly is willing to listen to us,” Jean-Yves 
Gautier is pleased to report. 

At STG, the fi rst three Schmitz 
Cargobull SKO City vehicles with two 
temperature zones will now be on the 
road with offi cial approval through-
out the major regions. With 27 pal-
lets they can accommodate a larger 
cargo than a motor vehicle body, 
although they have outstanding ma-
noeuvrability thanks to the second 
steered rear axle. One additional ad-
vantage in comparison to the motor 
vehicle body is that the trailer can be 
uncoupled and the tractor used else-
where, providing greater fl exibility 
during operations. In the near future 
there might well be one or two such 
semi-trailer containers available for 
each logistics platform. This is a pos-
sible option for the future for STG, 
for a company where local transport 

makes up 60% of its work.   
  (an)

As a road transport service pro-
vider for a logistics company 

that operates worldwide, Geodis BM 
has mainly made a name for itself 
as a reliable partner of large trading 
fi rms. The company employs 4,300 
people in the transport sector alone 
and operates 1,800 of its own semi-
trailer tractors and 3,300 trailers – 
including 840 tanker semi-trailers. 
One important area of the company 
is temperature-controlled transport, 

with over 200 refrigerated trucks and 
more than 200 refrigerated semi-
trailers. Geodis BM operates 20 
transhipment and logistics centres in 
France. One particular advantage is 
their location in the immediate vicin-
ity of important customers in order 
that the company can offer an opti-
mum service.

One particular problem that Geodis 
BM was frequently faced with was de-
liveries to shopping centres, where the 

noise levels were often too high. With 
this in mind, a cooperation was created 
with the French retail company Carre-
four with the aim of determining how to 
reduce noise levels during deliveries. 
The result was the implementation of 
the so-called PIEK regulations. These 
deal with the use of noise-optimised 
trucks in distribution and delivery oper-
ations and permit maximum noise lev-
els of 60 dB(A). “When selecting noise-
reduced trailers for our fl eet we based 
our decision on the good reputation 
of the S.KO COOL semi-trailers of 
Schmitz Cargobull, which are already 
PIEK-certifi ed,” explains Stéphane 
Baudel, purchaser at Geodis BM. “The 
selection of the S.KO COOL is also 
based on my need for a high level of 
supplier reliability, the good experience 
I have had with FERROPLAST® panels, 
the sophistication of the vehicle con-
struction and  – last but not least – the 
fast supply availability of the trailers,” 
Stéphane Baudel stresses.

Carrefour and Geodis BM agreed 
on a practical test lasting a total of 
three years in order to determine the 
advantages of the PIEK equipment. In 
line with current trends, Geodis BM 
decided in favour of a rented model 

for the S.KO COOL. “The partner for 
the provision of the vehicles is the 
company Lanz Location,” Baudel 
goes on. The initial delivery of two 
S.KO COOLs with a transport capac-
ity of 33 refrigerated Europallets was 
made in May 2011. The special PIEK 
equipment includes in particular a qui-
et walking fl oor, which when passed 
over by roll cages or pallet lifting 
trucks ensures effective noise reduc-
tion. Both semi-trailers are fi tted with 
a tail lift which is also noise-reducing. 
Carrier Transicold is the supplier of the 
Vector 1850 City temperature control 
system, which is installed under the 
frame and – thanks to its insulated die-

sel motor – also complies with the 60 
dB(A) noise limit. Geodis BM deploys 
the two semi-trailers in the metropoli-
tan area of Metz. According to the lat-
est information, the logistics company 
is very satisfi ed with the vehicles up 
to now. As the shipping agent, Carre-
four agreed to assume the additional 
costs for the use of the noise-opti-
mised trailers. “Geodis is a company 
which places great emphasis on en-
vironmental friendliness,” stresses 
Stéphane Baudel. “In 2008 we set up 
a program called ‘Blue Attitude’ as a 
long-term strategy to determine how 
we can minimise noise and pollutant 
emissions!” (an)

The French logistics company Geodis is one of the top bu-
sinesses in Europe. The consolidated group of companies 
consists of 120 branches worldwide and has a workforce 
of 30,000. Within the internationally active group, Geodis 
BM has specialised in the fi eld of road transport. The fi eld 
of activity ranges from the European-wide handling of part 
and full loads to an express service and special transport.

CUSTOMER REPORT 

Quiet 
Transport 

Temperature-controlled semi-trailers become the majority in the STG vehicle fl eet.

SENiT GmbH & Co. KG is a 
transportation and logistics 

company resident in Essen with 
a total of 4 locations in Germany, 
128 qualifi ed and highly dedicat-
ed employees and a vehicle fl eet 
consisting of 85 traction units and 
more than 100 semi-trailers and 
drawbar trailers. The relatively 
new service provider – the fi rm is 
just 10 years old – develops indi-
vidual customer solutions which 
stand out due to the combination 
of standardised processes with 
intelligent innovations. The ten ve-
hicles delivered are the fi rst to op-
erate under the new “SENiT – The 
Value Creators” logo; a direction 
in which the company has been 
moving for a long time and has 

now decided to highlight its image 
to the outside world.

The vehicles ordered with the coil 
equipment have a low kerb weight 
in combination with a high degree 
of functionality and the highest pos-
sible safety levels for transportation 
and loading. At only 6,490 kg, in the 
basic equipment version, the S.CS 
COIL X-LIGHT fulfi ls high payload 
requirements. This includes, for ex-
ample, 45 t as the permitted road 
train weight in the transportation 
of indivisible loads, and up to 30 t 
over 1.5 meters at the centre of 
gravity of the load. A further advan-
tage is the fl exibility during use: the 
28 mm-thick body covers provide 
a fl at loading surface for less-than-
cargo lot transport. (sh)

The Value Creators  

Dirk Rütter (Managing Director at SENiT) taking delivery of the trailers from 
Volker Flatau (General Manager Tilts and Curtainsider Devision) in Altenberge.

Schmitz Cargobull has supplied more than 150 vehicles 
to the transportation and logistics company SENiT for 
its vehicle fl eet. The last six trailers from an order for ten 
examples of the X-LIGHT curtainsider have now been han-
ded over personally by Volker Flatau, Head of the Flatbed 
Trucks business unit at Schmitz Cargobull AG, to Dirk 
Rütter, Managing Director of SENiT GmbH & Co. KG.

A huge area, buildings all in a straight line, warehouses, loa-
ding ramps, workshops, offi ces and car parks over a 
25 hectare site right next to the busy RN 185 trunk road. That 
is the fi rst visible sign of the success of STG – three letters 
that stand for more than 60 years of history of the transport 
of goods by road, for a success story initiated by Remy Gau-
tier which is still continuing.

You have to Exceed Your 
Customers’ Expectations  

Geodis BM has 3,300 semi-trailers in its vehicle fl eet.
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Having taken delivery of 25 
new reefers in time to move 

more than a million pumpkins in 
just a two week period, Freshlinc 
awaited a further 25 to help fulfi ll 
Christmas delivery schedules. 

One of the new trailers fea-
tures livery designed by local 
school children as part of a char-
ity venture for the Well Project 
– an organisation focused on so-
cial inclusion and personal devel-
opment in the local area.

“The key to meeting customer 
requirements is robust equip-
ment and good planning,” said 
Andy Marchant, Fleet Engineer, 
Freshlinc. “The lion’s share of 
our trailer fl eet is now Schmitz 
Cargobull and this is because we 
insist on high spec trailers; these 
products really stand the test of 
time.” 

As well as strengthened front 
bulkheads, supermarket style 
compression buffers and ad-
ditional marker lights, all 50 
new trailers will feature Schmitz 
Cargobull’s unique semi chassis 
which is, on average, 500-700kg 
lighter than competitor models 
built on a full chassis – offering 
increased payload capacity. 

The semi chassis also sits ap-
proximately 100mm lower than 
conventional trailer models whilst 
maintaining the same internal 
working height dimensions – im-
proving aerodynamics. 

All 50 trailers are being mount-
ed with Carrier Transicold’s most 
powerful Vector 1850 MT (Multi 
Temperature) refrigeration units 
and fuel level sensors to alert the 
driver if the fridge unit is running 

low on diesel – helping to safe-
guard the integrity of the cold 
chain.

“Pullman Fleet Services in 
Spalding is our local Carrier ser-
vice partner and will be maintain-
ing the fridge units. This allows 
us to give something back to a 
local business; something we are 
always keen to do wherever pos-
sible.”

The trailers are currently op-
erating from Freshlinc’s Spalding 
depot supporting major super-

markets and also transporting 
produce from the company’s own 
farming division, Lincolnshire 
Field Products. They are expect-
ed to remain on the fl eet for the 
next fi ve years. 

Schmitz Cargobull reefers 
come with a fi ve year structural 
warranty and 10 year anti-corro-
sion warranty.

For more information 
on the Well Project, visit 
www.thewellproject.org.uk

 (ae)

As part of the charity project, a refrigerated semi-trailer was inscribed according to a design made by school children.

Seasonal demand for full supermarket shelves presents quite a challenge for those transporting 
and delivering high volumes of produce. But for chilled food distributor, Freshlinc – based in Spal-
ding, UK – Halloween and Christmas demand is certainly not a reason to get hot under the collar 
as it ordered 50 new S.KO COOLs from Schmitz Cargobull.

CUSTOMER REPORT 

Staying COOL!

While in Europe talk is often 
about tyre widths, load-

bearing capacities and the proper-
ties of certain makes of car tyres, 
the theme of truck tyres has by no 
means taken on the importance 
it deserves in Europe’s vehicle 
fl eets!

Losses running into millions are 
caused annually by breakdowns 
and rising fuel costs because ve-

hicles are driven with the wrong – 
mostly too low – air pressures.

Consumption due to rolling re-
sistance increases linearly with the 
driving speed. Driving more slowly 
therefore means saving fuel. Alter-
natively, tyres with reduced rolling 
resistance cut diesel consumption 
by up to fi ve per cent – but may 
display greater levels of wear and 
tear in mixed traffi c. However, an 
important criterion for wear and 
tear and rolling resistance behav-
iour is the correct pressure. One 
bar less pressure on the entire 
truck and trailer combination in-
creases the fuel costs by around 
four to seven per cent! At the 
same time, the service life of the 
tyre decreases in the range of fi ve 
to ten per cent.

In order to get this “tiresome” 
situation under control, Schmitz 
Cargobull now offers a new tyre 
pressure control system. This 

consists of six wheel modules and 
an optical display unit mounted on 
the trailer or in the vehicle. In ad-
dition, the pressure data recorded 
can be fed into an existing Cargo-
bull Telematics (CBT) System. 
This means that the vehicle fl eet 
manager also has the opportunity 
to check the tyres “online”. Corre-
sponding threshold values can be 
stored in the CBT. This provides 

the materials planning depart-
ment, or vehicle fl eet manage-
ment, with a warning message if 
the pressures exceed or fall below 
critical values – thereby helping to 
reduce costs if the driver fails to 
notice the fault himself.

The tyre pressure control sys-
tem can also be quickly retrofi t-
ted to existing trailers as it is not 
necessary to remove the wheels. 
The system works via a connec-
tion on the valve and therefore can 
operate without the usual sensors 
attached within the tyre to the rim. 
Due to this design, no reconfi gura-
tion is necessary when tyres have 
to be changed. Therefore the pres-
sure control device contributes to 
an increase in the tyre service life, 
a reduction in unscheduled off-
road times, but above all, reduced 
fuel consumption.

 (tt)

TYRE PRESSURE CONTROL SYSTEM

Under Pressure 
The transport industry is suffering from massive cost 
increases. An easy way to optimise tyre wear – and thereby 
fuel costs – is tyre pressure control.

Saving fuel with the tyre pressure control system.

At the Schmitz Cargobull plant in Vreden (Germany) S.KO semi-trailer 
containers are manufactured over an area of almost 43,000 m²
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ChelyabTransAvto is one of the 
giants on the Russian for-

warding agent and logistics land-
scape. The company, which is lo-
cated in Chelyabinsk in the Urals, 
has undergone rapid expansion in 
the past ten years. It was estab-
lished in 2001 with 20 vehicles 
made by the Minsk Automobilwerk 
(MAZ). In the fi rst few years the ve-
hicle fl eet was expanded by a fur-
ther 100 vehicles to cope with the 
rapidly growing volume of cargo. 
Since then the industry leader for 
groupage cargo transportation has 
been expanding continuously and 
its success story is closely linked 
to Schmitz Cargobull.

The fi rst experiences with the 
market leader from the Müns-
terland were acquired by Chely-
abTransAvto 2006 with 15 S.KO 
refrigerated semitrailers. The 

product impressed the freight 
specialists from the Urals across-
the-board. From then on, the com-
pany put its faith completely in the 
quality of Schmitz Cargobull – a 
decision which repeatedly pays off 
every day. As for the cost/benefi t 
balance, they do not see any alter-
native in Chelyabinsk, “For us the 
good price-performance ratio is the 
reason to keep faith with Schmitz 
Cargobull in the future,” says man-
aging director Michail Schpakow.

Wherever the future leads the 
successful Russian company: with 
Schmitz Cargobull as a partner at 
their side, the freight forwarders 
from the Ural Mountains are on 
the right track when tackling the 
logistics challenges of tomorrow. 
And they know why, because their 
motto is: “Trust in experience”.
 (ae)

While other trailer manufactur-
ers install ready-made axle 

assemblies, Schmitz Cargobull de-
cided more than a decade ago to 
bundle the skills of leading com-
ponent manufacturers and devel-
op a chassis that was tailor-made 
for customer requirements. The 
ROTOS® running gear consists 
of perfectly matched high-quality 
components such as axles, bear-
ings, control arms, brakes, shock 
absorbers and air suspension. 
Almost 80 per cent of all axles 
installed by Schmitz Cargobull 
already bear the blue elephant 
logo, impressing with their opti-
mised cooling for the brake discs 
and minimal wear and tear in the 

wheel bearings owing to the low 
temperature levels. The brake 
discs can be easily replaced with-
out having to take off the bearing. 
High levels of safety are guaran-
teed by the large, effi cient brake 
disc (430 mm brake disc diameter 
� also for the MEGA with 455/40 
R 22.5 or 385/55R22.5 tyres). 
It goes without saying that the 
standard RSP (Roll Stability Pro-
gram) tilt and skid protection sys-
tem is also included.

In the ROTOS® running gear 
range, the 370 mm disc for the 
19.5´ wheel size is also available. 
This reduces the unladen weight 
of the trailer by almost 100 kg. A 
further special feature is the ex-

tension of the ROTOS® running 
gear to the two 10 t axis version. 
This means that a total truck and 
trailer weight of 38 t can be spread 
over four axles (truck+trailer) – 
with the 385/65 R 22.5 tyres offer-
ing a load-bearing capacity of 5 t.

The latest innovation is the 
newly developed trailing steer-
ing axle. With a spring centre 
of 1,300 millimetres, this can 
be integrated into any standard 
chassis. One special feature is 
the load-dependent suspension, 
which provides smoother run-
ning under all loading conditions. 
In addition, the axle has a steer-
ing damper for quiet directional 
stability. Generally, the tried and 
tested wheel end with internally 
ventilated disc is used. The steer-
ing angle is 20° (+/-10°). During 
reversing an overhead locking 
cylinder with stainless steel bolts 
locks the steering. The reversing 
lock can be switched off manu-
ally or by means of a pushbut-
ton from the tractor or – as an 
option – when the vehicle is put 
into reverse gear. For the brak-
ing system, Schmitz Cargobull 
utilises a separate modulator for 
the steered axle, as well as sepa-

rate side regulation of the braking 
forces via a so-called 4S/2+1M 
braking module with four sensors. 

Use of the steering axle con-
siderably improves the cornering 
properties. Particularly in the case 
of tight cornering, this prevents 
the tyres touching the inside kerb 
at roundabouts. The truck/trailer 
combination enters the curve at a 
less acute angle – with the effect 
that tighter curves can be navi-
gated with this steering axle and 
the wear and tear on the tyres is 
considerably reduced. Compared 
to many other trailing steering ax-

les, the ROTOS® steering axle is 
lower due to the MRH (Multi-Ride 
Height) air suspension, making it 
possible to achieve a greater inte-
rior height in the trailer. Moreover, 
MRH offers the advantage of vari-
able height adjustment to differ-
ent fi fth wheel coupling heights. 
An integrated auto-reset function 
also prevents bellows damage 
because the driver can never drive 
with too little pressure. Through 
the use of the ROTOS® steering 
axle, the customer also enjoys the 
extended warranty conditions of 
up to 1 million km.   (tt)

Schmitz Cargobull now also offers a trailing steering axle in the ROTOS® 
running gear.

ADVERTISEMENT

auf www.zinq.com.

Mehr erfahren Sie

With the ROTOS® DriveTechnology, Schmitz Cargobull is 
the only trailer manufacturer to have a running gear that 
it has designed itself. Soon the range will be supplemen-
ted by a trailing steering axle. 

VEHICLE TECHNOLOGY 

More than the 
Sum of its Parts 

VEHICLE HANDOVER

Good Experience 
Creates Trust  

Remaining faithful to Schmitz Cargobull: ChelyabTransAvto from the Urals.

The Russian logistics service provider ChelyabTransAvto 
has taken delivery of its 350th vehicle at Schmitz Cargobull 
in Panevėžys, Lithuania. This small “anniversary” marks 
the success of a strong alliance: ChelyabTransAvto and 
Schmitz Cargobull – made for one another.

A branded product creates trust yet implies a commitment to constant 

improvement and development of product quality. Our unique hot dip 

galvanizing brands, DUROZINQ®, MICROZINQ® and COLORZINQ® com-

bine unrivaled surface design and protecti on on steel with the most 

comprehensive service off er in the industry.

The touch of ZINQ® is tailored to your needs and off ers a new dimension 

to quality in protecti on of your steel products. Simply test it. More on 

the touch of ZINQ® and the ZINQ brands on www.zinq.com.
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On the Vehicles

�  S.CS semitrailer curtainsider

�  S.PR tilt semitrailer

�  S.KO semitrailer container

�  S.KI semitrailer tipper

�  S.CF semitrailer container chassis

�  S.PL flatbed semitrailer

On the Services

�  Financing

�  Spare parts, 24h service

�  Full Service

�  Trailer-Telematics

�  Used vehicles
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G reat reason to celebrate: over 
250,000 Schmitz Cargobull 

trailer axles have been built since 
their introduction in 2005 and in-
corporated into the company’s own 
trailer production. The development 
by Schmitz Cargobull itself was con-
sciously pursued from the custom-
er’s point of view. In the case of the 
chassis in particular, the life-cycle 
costs for the forwarding agent can 
be signifi cantly infl uenced. Absolute 
directional stability, high suspension 
comfort levels, combined with the 
safety features of innovative driv-
ing stability and braking programs, 
ensure that the commercial vehicle 
can be used effi ciently. For this rea-
son only high-quality branded com-
ponents are incorporated in the axle 
made by Schmitz Cargobull. 

Production Manager Olaf Schütte, 
praised in particular the high-quality 
standards: “All wheel bearings, brake 
discs, brake callipers, pneumatic 

springs and shock absorbers are 
supplied by well-known manufactur-
ers. As the availability of the trailer 
depends, to a large extent, on the 
chassis, the manufacturing process 
is subjected to a continuous high-
quality audit.”

Currently approximately 80% of all 
trailers supplied from the production 
site in Altenberge are equipped with 
the self-developed Schmitz Cargo-
bull axle, with the fi gure throughout 
the group being approximately 60%-
70%.

The expectations with which the 
company’s own axle production was 
started have therefore been greatly 
exceeded. Schütte goes on, “The 
original plan was to fi t around 30 to 
40 semi-trailers per week with the 
new axle. As the excellent properties 
of the axle in the rough everyday life 
of a commercial vehicle quickly be-
came common knowledge among 
our customers, demand soon soared 
up to 90 axles for 20 to 30 trailers a 
day”. 

On the basis of this success, 
production of the axle has been 
successively increased. The rea-
son for the company’s decision to 
produce the axles itself is self-ev-

ident. “We want to be responsible 
for the whole vehicle and there-
fore offer the best possible ser-
vice. The trailer can only run day 
and night if all of the components 
are perfectly matched; and that is 
what the customer expects,” ex-
plains Schütte.

The axle production with the in-
novative assembly stations is now 
considered to be one of the most im-
portant forms of cutting-edge tech-
nology at the Schmitz Cargobull fac-
tory in Altenberge. 200 axles per shift 
are currently incorporated into the 
production process by the assembly 
mechanics. In a three-shift system 
this means that between 400 and 500 
units a day can be installed. 

Schmitz Cargobull’s site in Alten-
berge is where curtainsider semi-
trailers and fl atbed semi-trailers are 
manufactured. The Schmitz Cargobull 
axles produced at this facility are also 
supplied to the company’s produc-
tion facilities in Vreden, Gotha, Toddin, 
Panevėžys and Saragossa. 

The main features of the ROTOS® 
running gear with the Schmitz Cargo-
bull axle are the maintenance-free 
bearing, an innovative ventilation sys-
tem for the disc brake, the weight-opti-
mised brake calliper, Multi-Ride-Height 
air suspension for all ramp heights and 
the standard trailer EBS with RSP (Roll 
Stability Program). The EBS unit also 
allows extensive operating data re-
cording and transmission for telemat-
ics, tyre pressure and brake lining wear 
monitoring, as well as load monitoring.

Schmitz Cargobull offers a war-
ranty of 1,000,000 km or 6 years on 
the running gear.  (sh)

The axle developed and produced by Schmitz Cargobull forms part of the tried and te-
sted ROTOS® running gear. 

VEHICLE TECHNOLOGY 

250,000 Axles 
Prove Reliability  

Willi Betz puts its faith in ROTOS® 
with Schmitz Cargobull axle

Quality and customer focus are the cornerstones of the interna-
tionally active company Willi Betz. As one of the largest transport and 
logistics companies in Europe, Betz has learned how to overcome 
limitations and go in new directions. Always open to innovations, but 
also relying on the tried and tested, vehicle fl eet manager Ulrich Her-
rmann has increased the size of his fl eet since 2007 by 1,100 new 
Schmitz Cargobull semi-trailers. At the same time he has placed his 
trust for the last fi ve years in the Schmitz Cargobull axle in the RO-
TOS® running gear.  “Schmitz Cargobull has long been our main sup-
plier for trailers, and we have always had positive experiences. The 
ROTOS® running gear has always proved to be stable under diffi cult 
operating conditions on various routes throughout Europe and Asia, 
and the rapid supply of spare parts is guaranteed. During standard 
maintenance work, the axle also stands out due to its ease of repair,” 
explains the vehicle fl eet manager.

Throughout the group approximately 70% of the Schmitz Cargobull trail-
ers are equipped with the company’s own axle

200 axles per shift are currently in-
stalled to trailers by the 
assembly mechanics.

With the SDR spoiler it is possible to save 3.3 per cent fuel.

VEHICLE INNOVATION 

Learning from 
Formula 1 
A new roof spoiler on the rear end of the trailer reduces an-
noying negative pressure zones and helps to save fuel.

A real problem zone on the truck is 
the rear area. The air fl ow results 

in a negative pressure zone. Simi-
lar to the manner in which negative 
pressure on an aeroplane wing keeps 
a jet in the air, it hinders the truck 
in its forward movement. Until now, 
relatively complicated attempts have 
been made to eliminate this nega-
tive pressure zone with underbody 
panels, diffusers or fold-out spoil-
ers. Although such solutions have 
brought advantages in terms of fuel 
consumption, they have proven to be 
diffi cult, not permanent or consider-
ably too expensive.

Schmitz Cargobull now offers a 
simple, practicable and low-price 
solution to effectively eliminate the 
problem. “System Drag Reduc-
tion” is the name of the rear spoiler 
which can be installed on the S.CS, 
S.KO etc. The spoiler takes up the 

air fl owing from the roof and guides 
it to the negative pressure area be-
hind the rear – with the result that 
this area is signifi cantly reduced. 
Moreover, the fuel-consuming tur-
bulence is also diminished. Current 
driving tests carried out by the en-
gineers from the Schmitz Cargobull 
Validation Center document fuel 
savings of 3.3 per cent compared 
to a trailer without SDR. This results 
in a fuel reduction of about 1 litre 
per 100 km, which – with an aver-
age distance covered of 130,000 
km per year – is equivalent to a re-
duction in fuel costs of more than 
€1,600 or 3,430 kg of CO

2. Besides 
lower operating costs and better 
environmental behaviour, driving in 
the rain is also safer because sig-
nifi cantly less water spray is able to 
impair visibility.  

 (tt)

200 axles per shift are currently in-
stalled to trailers by the 

�


